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staff, and each of you. Thank you for
your friendships over the years.

(Applause, Senators rising.)

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
ROUNDS). The Senator from Nevada.

Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, I will
yield for a couple more minutes for
sentiments, and then I wish to say a
few words.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

——————

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR
2017—CONFERENCE REPORT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the conference
report to accompany S. 2943, which the
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

Conference report to accompany S. 2943, a
bill to authorize appropriations for fiscal
year 2017 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military per-
sonnel strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nevada.

TRIBUTES TO HARRY REID

Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, I stand
in front of you to commemorate the
long life and service of a fellow Ne-
vadan who has given his all to serve
our State and this country.

It has been said it is better to be
feared than loved if you cannot be
both. My colleagues in the Senate and
those in the Gallery probably agree
with me, no individual in politics em-
bodies that sentiment today more than
my colleague from Nevada, HARRY
MASON REID.

Today I am on the floor to pay re-
spect to Senate Minority Leader
HARRY REID, after 30 years of service in
this Chamber, in addition to the years
of public service before entering into
the Senate.

I know HARRY is notorious for his
short conversations—minus today—for
hanging up the phone before our con-
versations end, and sometimes even
midsentence, so I will try to keep my
comments respectfully short.

Before 1 truly get into the speech, 1
must first recognize HARRY’s family.
As a public official, very often it is
time with your family that is most
often sacrificed the most, and it is very
true, as stated by a leader in our
shared faith when he said, ‘‘Nothing
compensates for failure in the home.”

HARRY has been keenly aware of this
fact and he shows his adoration. He has
shown it for his wife Landra and his
five children: Lana, Rory, Leif, Josh,
and Key. He has made sure to keep a
very close bond with his wife, his chil-
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dren, and grandchildren. That is some-
thing we all respect and something I
wish to emulate.

So what can I say? It is an end of an
era for my home State of Nevada.
HARRY has devoted his entire adult life
to one cause, the State of Nevada and
serving it.

Trust me, though we have had our
differences when it came to our State,
I can attest to one thing; that is, there
is no stronger partner to serve the peo-
ple of Nevada than HARRY REID.

It has been said victorious leaders
feel the alternative to winning is to-
tally unacceptable so they figure out
what must be done to achieve victory,
and then they go after it with every-
thing at their disposal. I believe that
describes HARRY REID in a nutshell.

Another measure of success, some-
thing HARRY and I have found amusing
in the past, is being blamed for all
things—all that is good, all that is bad,
and all that is ugly. Let me assure you,
HARRY has been blamed for a lot, some
fairly and some unfairly.

Senator REID has served in every
level of government, from city attor-
ney, the State assembly, Lieutenant
Governor, U.S. Congressman, and Sen-
ator. As a Senator, he is one of only
three to serve at least 8 years as major-
ity leader. Even in retirement, due to
his far-reaching influence in just about
every facet of State, local, and Federal
Government, I totally expect he will
operate as Nevada’s third Senator.

After 26 elections, HARRY knows a
thing or two about representing his
constituency. He is one of the sharpest
tactical minds ever to enter the polit-
ical arena. Having worked together
over the years, my hope is that we
have sent a message, not only to all
Nevadans but to everyone across this
country, that two people who you can
tell differ on many opinions can work
well together, get things done for their
constituents when both are willing.

That is why it is fitting this week
that the Lake Tahoe Restoration Act
will pass the Senate and will be sent to
the President’s desk to be signed into
law. After fighting for years to refocus
Federal policy on the 21st century
threats to the lake, we teamed up to
ensure important work that preserves
the ‘““‘Jewel of the Sierra’” for future
generations and that it will advance.

One of HARRY’s lasting legacies will
be that he and I worked to improve
water clarity, reduce wildfire threats,
jump-start transportation and infra-
structure projects, and combat
invasive species at Lake Tahoe. Be-
cause of this work, Lake Tahoe has
once again been made a national pri-
ority.

Another policy initiative that we
worked together on was the fight
against Yucca Mountain. HARRY, rest
assured, I will continue to fight Yucca.
My mantra is borrowed from one of
your late friends, the late Senator Ted
Kennedy, when he said: ‘“The work goes
on, the cause endures. . . . “
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We will not allow Nevada to turn
into America’s nuclear dump against
the will of its own people.

HARRY, you share the Nevada values
such as faith in God, hard work, and
commitment to family. I know, be-
cause you displayed these values at
home, at work, and at church. In fact,
actually, that is how we first met
HARRY. It was during his tenure as
Lieutenant Governor when he spent
time in Carson City. Our families were
able to meet each other and become
friends. Eventually, I became very good
friends with his son Leif. HARRY, your
dedication to family is extraordinary
and it serves as a model to all of us.

I would be remiss if I didn’t share a
couple of my favorite HARRY REID sto-
ries. There are a lot of them. There are
a few I cannot share, there are a few I
can so I will share with you the ones I
can.

Before serving in the Senate, I was
elected to the House of Representatives
in 2007, until my appointment to the
Senate in 2011. Late one evening, I was
sitting in my office with my chief of
staff, Mac Abrams, discussing a few
last-minute details before leaving for
the day. It must have been near the
end of the week because staffers in the
House offices were milling around the
hall celebrating a birthday party, en-
joying each other’s company, playing
loud music, and taking a few moments
to relax. I was having a hard time
keeping the noise from the halls out of
my office because of the thin walls. All
of a sudden, it was if it all stopped im-
mediately. A quiet hush came over the
crowd. It became so quiet, to the point
I could hear a small echoing—tap, tap,
tap. The taps were magnified. The hall-
way, which was previously full of life,
just immediately died. I began to walk
toward the hall to see what it was. I
could tell the tapping noise was the
sound of footsteps. As they grew louder
and closer, I barely heard a peep in
that hallway. Sure enough, the next
sound I heard was the doorknob to my
office turning, and in walks HARRY:
‘““Hi, Dean. Do you have a few min-
utes?” To me, that story illustrates
how much presence HARRY has and the
respect he commands no matter where
he is. He quieted an entire hallway full
of lively staffers by just passing
through and walking down that hall-
way.

The second story occurred more re-
cently. We were in HARRY’s office on a
January morning soon after I was
elected to my first full term. During
that campaign, HARRY and his special
friends gave me 12 million reasons why
I shouldn’t be standing there in his of-
fice that day, but, hey, this is the Sen-
ate and collegiality reigns supreme so I
was at that breakfast because our con-
stituents were there.

HARRY and I have known each other
for many years, and he made it a point
to tell those in attendance how close
we were. We were having a good break-
fast. He gets up to tell everyone how
long he had known me, some of my
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